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provides $250 million a year for 4 years to re-
imburse state and local governments and local
health care providers for emergency health
services provided to undocumented aliens.

The Congressional Budget Office says help-
ing border states deal with this problem will
cost $1.45 billion a year. The United States
should not have to bear this burden alone.
The Government of Mexico has an obligation
to provide its citizens with greater health care
services and help stem the tidal wave of illegal
immigrants into this country. One way the
Mexican government can be helpful is to pro-
vide matching funds for projects like the
Nogales Trauma Center. It seems to me that
the better job the Mexican government can do
to provide medical care for its own people, the
fewer Mexicans will be attracted to cross the
border to obtain medical care. In Arizona and
other border states the Mexican government
needs to do more and | will work with you to
urge them to take these matters seriously.

However, if the Mexican government is un-
willing or unable to work with us over the next
year, | fully intend to offer an amendment next
year that would eliminate all aid provided to
the government of Mexico in the Foreign Op-
erations Appropriations Bill and redirect those
funds to states, localities, and health care pro-
viders to help deal with the crushing burden of
health care costs for illegal aliens.

———

FOREIGN OPERATIONS, EXPORT
FINANCING, AND RELATED PRO-
GRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2004

SPEECH OF

HON. JIM KOLBE

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 23, 2003

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2800) making ap-
propriations for foreign operations, export fi-
nancing, and related programs for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2004, and for other
purposes:

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Chairman, | appreciate
Congressman HAYWORTH'S concern on the
issue of medical care for undocumented
aliens. He and | are both from Arizona. We
know very well the concerns of our state.

Together, we are actively working to get the
federal government to compensate state and
local governments along the border for the
costs resulting from illegal immigration or un-
documented entries along the border. There is
currently no federal or state policy to reim-
burse medical care providers for their treat-
ment of illegal immigrants not in custody or
who do not possess proof of residency in Ari-
zona. During the past six years, Arizona has
experienced a drastic surge in illegal immigra-
tion due to recent policy of sealing off Texas
and California borders. Therefore, Arizona
hospitals and ambulance service providers
have had to shoulder an increasingly harsh
economic burden.

If we fail to act quickly, our hospitals will go
bankrupt leaving the citizens in many areas of
Arizona without access to medical care.

Just this week, | introduced H.R. 2807, The
Border Hospital Survival and lllegal Immigrant
Care Act. This legislation aims to address the
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shortcomings created by Immigration and Nat-
uralization Service policy instructing the Bor-
der Patrol to not apprehend illegal immigrants
injured in the process of crossing the border
thereby avoiding financial responsibility.

It is a bipartisan effort being supported by
several Republicans and Democrats across
the border region, including Representatives
REYES, FILNER, PASTOR, RENzI, and GRIJALVA.

I know the intent of Congressman
HAYWORTH's floor amendment to the Foreign
Operations appropriations bill is to get greater
Mexican attention and resources on this issue.
| think that is appropriate.

There is an innovative pilot project under-
way that may actually yield commitment on a
larger scale from the Mexican government on
these issues.

Just recently USAID contributed resources
to establish a triage and stabilization unit at
the General Hospital in Nogales, Sonora lo-
cated in Mexico just across from Nogales, Ari-
zona.

This unit would seek to take care of most
emergency medical needs of Mexican citizens
on the Mexican side of the border in Nogales,
Sonora. | encouraged and supported this lead-
ership by USAID and the U.S. government.

In the spirit of public private partnerships, its
funding composition has several components:

$350,000 from USAID/Mexico and a USAID
Global Health agreement with
EngenderHealth, a U.S. NGO,

Nearly $200,000 of cost-sharing support
from Arizona partner organizations, principally
the USAID grantee, Tucson’s University Med-
ical Center Foundation,

2,000,000 pesos from Mexican Federal and
State Government, and

1,000,000 pesos from local Mexican busi-
ness association.

| recognize the goal of Congressman
HAYWORTH and | appreciate his willingness to
withdraw the floor amendment to the Foreign
Operations appropriations bill.

As | continue to work on this issue, | would
propose that he and | work together to bring
greater focus to this important issue.

Cooperation in support of Mexico's eco-
nomic and social development and its consoli-
dation of democratic institutions and practices
ranks high in the range of U.S. policy inter-
ests. This national interest of the U.S. mirrors
what is in our intense local Arizona interest.

| plan to work with the distinguished Mem-
ber of Arizona on this issue. In the near future,
| hope you can consider co-sponsoring H.R.
2807, The Border Hospital Survival and lllegal
Immigrant Care Act.

———

HONORING GEN. LESTER L. LYLES
ON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. DAVID L. HOBSON

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 24, 2003

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Gen. Lester L. Lyles, United
States Air Force, who will soon be retiring
from the U.S. military after 35 years of distin-
guished service to our nation.

Gen. Lester L. Lyles is currently the Com-
manding General of the Air Force Material
Command, headquartered at Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base in the 7th Congressional Dis-

July 25, 2003

trict. The command conducts research, devel-
opment, test and evaluation, and provides ac-
quisition management services and logistics
support necessary to keep Air Force weapons
systems combat-ready.

The general entered the Air Force in 1968
as a distinguished graduate of the Air Force
ROTC program. He has served in various as-
signments, from the Headquarters of the U.S.
Air Force, to the Air Force Systems Command
(AFSC). The general became AFSC head-
quarters’ Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff for
Requirements in 1989, and Deputy Chief of
Staff for Requirements in 1990.

From 1992 to 1996, he served consecutively
as: Vice Commander and then Commander of
the Ogden Air Logistics Center at Hill Air
Force Base in Utah, and then commander of
the Space and Missile Systems Center at Los
Angeles Air Force Base in California.

The general became the Director of the Bal-
listic Missile Defense Organization in 1996,
which is certainly one of the most politically
charged offices in the Pentagon.

In May 1999, he was assigned as Vice
Chief of Staff at Headquarters, U.S. Air Force.
He assumed his current position in April 2000.

| have had the privilege to work with the
General on many occasions, since we have
the mutual goal of seeing the Air Force (and
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base) maintain its
role as the preeminent leader in aerospace
and advanced technology research.

General Lyles has always understood what
has needed to be done, and we have worked
very well together to maintain a robust re-
search atmosphere at Wright-Pat. In addition
to being a great leader and administrator,
General Lyles is also the only African-Amer-
ican four-star general in the Air Force.

This makes him an outstanding role model
for the youth of today as an example of what
can be accomplished through hard work and
perseverance. In fact, in February of this year,
General Lyles received the Black Engineer of
the Year Award for lifetime achievement. This
award is presented on behalf of the Council of
Engineering Deans of the Historically Black
Colleges and Universities, Lockheed Martin,
Daimler Chrysler and U.S. Black Engineer &
Information Technology Magazine.

As befitting a leader of his stature, General
Lyles has an impressive academic background
including: a Bachelor of Science degree in
mechanical engineering from Howard Univer-
sity in Washington, D.C., and a Master of
Science degree in mechanical and nuclear en-
gineering from the Air Force Institute of Tech-
nology Program at New Mexico State Univer-
sity in Las Cruces.

Through his advancement in military rank,
he has also attended: the Defense Systems
Management College, the Armed Forces Staff
College, the National War College, and most
recently he completed a National and Inter-
national Security Management Course at Har-
vard University.

And, like any successful person, General
Lyles is supported by a strong family relation-
ship with his wife of 33 years, Mina, and their
four children.

During my tenure in Congress, it has been
my honor to work with several consecutive
commanding generals of the Air Force Mate-
rial Command. Each one has been profes-
sional, dedicated and a credit to the caliber of
general officers in the U.S. Air Force. How-
ever, General Lyles has greatly impressed not
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